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[bookmark: _GoBack]Healthcare is one of the largest industries worldwide. The European Union (EU) health sector, for example, accounts for 10% of gross domestic product, 15% of public expenditure and 8% of the EU’s workforce and has a high potential for innovation and growth. It also produces a significant amount of waste, known as healthcare waste, hospital waste or medical waste. According to World Health Organization, healthcare waste (HCW) is the “waste generated in the diagnosis, treatment or immunization of human beings or animals”. HCW comprises several streams, such as infectious, sharps, pathological, pharmaceutical, chemical, radioactive and municipal-type waste. One major problem with HCW management is the significant variability of its definition among different countries, which, also, results in different classification schemes. Nevertheless, the classification of HCW in hazardous and municipal-type (non-hazardous) fractions appears to have a wide acceptance. Approximately 80% of HCW is of municipal-type and 20% is hazardous. Healthcare facilities must apply source-separation to recover these two fractions and manage them according to local legislation. The presentation will include the following:
1. Definition and classification of HCW in different waste streams, according to legislation.
2. Generation of HCW in Greece and other countries, based on published literature.
3. Characteristics of HCW, such as moisture, volatile solids, ash and heating value, which are important for their treatment.
4. Treatment technologies in brief, because there will be a separate presentation focusing on treatment technologies.
5. Management from the point of view of circular economy. This approach is not applicable to all HCW streams, but only to specific waste components.
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